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CLAIMS: 

1 A method for converting an electronic document, between d fonnat for use in a Braille 
environment and a fonnat for use in a word processor environment including 
5 receiving input in a first of the environments specifying the electronic document, 

storing the electronic document in an intermediary format, and 
converting the electronic document from the intermediary fuimat into an destination 
format adapted for U3c in the second of the environments, 

wherein the intermediary format specifies the eleclronic document formatting in at least 
1 0 one of the environments . 

2. A method according to claim 1 further including transferring the document to an 
apparatus adapted for operation in the second of the environments. 

15 3, A method according to claim 1 further including rendering the electronic document in 
the second of the environments in accordance with the specified formatting. 

4. A method according to claim 3 further including editing the electronic document 
formatting for one of the environments. 

20 

5, A method according to claim 4 wherein editing the electronic document in one of Ihe 
cnviiuiunents docs not affect formatting of the rendered electronic document in the other of the 
environments. 

25 6, A method according to claim 1 wherein the input is received in a Braille environment 
fioni a Biaillc keyboard, standard keyboard or a stored computer file. 

7. A method according to claim 6 wherein the destination format is adapted for use in a 
word processor environment, 

30 

8. A method according to claim 1 wherein the input is received in a word processor 
environment from a standard keyboard or a stored computer file. 
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9. A method according to claim 8 wherein the destination formal is adapted for use in a 
Braille environment. 

10. A method according to claim 7 wherein the destination format ie compatible with word 
5 processing equipment In assist in creating, editing, rendering and/or printing a text document. 

11. A method according to claim 9 wherein the destination formal ij> compatible with 
Bi aille equipment to assist in creating, editing, rendering and/or embossing a Braille document 

10 12. A method according to claim 9 wherein the destination format for use in a Braille 
environment specifies the electronic document for rendering in grade 1. 2 or computer Braille. 

13. A method according to claim 7 wherein the destination format for use in a word 
processor environment ipecifics die electronic document for presentation on a word processor. 

15 

14. A method according to claim 1 farther including transmitting the document to another 
computer. 

15. A method according to claim 1 wherein the electronic document formatting is specified 
20 by codes indicating pa>;c layout, character attributes and the like. 

1 6. A method for eonvciting an electronic document between a format for use in a Braille 
environment and a format for use in a word processor environment including: 

receiving input specifying an electronic document from an input device operating in the 
25 Braille environment, 

blorin& the electionic document in an intermediary format which specifies the electronic 
document formatting m both the Braille environment and the word processor environment, 
conveiliuK the electronic document from the intermediary format into a word processor 

format, 

30 and Uduafcmng the electronic document in the word processor format to equipment 

operating in the word processor environment, 
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wherein the document formatting for each cnvirumiient is stored independently in the 
intermediary format to enable independent editing of the document formatting for each 
environment. 

^ J /. A method for converting an electronic document between a. format for use in a Braille 
environment and a format for use in a word processor environment including: 

receiving input specifying an electronic document Horn an input device operating in the 
word processor environment, 

storing the electronic document in an intermediary formal which specifics the electronic 
10 document formatting in both the Braille environment and the word processor environment, 
converting the electronic document from the imermcdiaiy [vuual into a Braille format, 
and transferring the electronic document in the Braille format to equipment operating 
in the Braille environment, 

wherein the document formatting for each environment is stored independently in the 
15 intermediary format to enable independent editing of the document fui matting for each 
environment, 

18. An apparatus which enables use of an electronic document in a Braille and a word 
processor environment including: 

20 at least one document input device in a first of the environments for entering an 

electronic document into the apparatus. 

a storage device for storing the electronic document in an intermediary format, and 
a translator for converting the electronic document from the intermediary foimat into 
a destination format for use in the second of the environments, 
25 wherein the intermediary format specifies the electronic document formatting in at least 

one of the environments, 

19. An apparatus according to claim 18 further including an input device for editing the 
electronic document formatting for each of the environments 

30 

7(1 An apparatus according to one of claims 28 wherein editing ihc document formatting 
for one of the environments docs not affect document formatting for the other environment 
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21. An apparatus according to claim IS furihci including a telecommunications port for 
transferring the document to another apparatus. 

22. An apparatus according to claim 18 wherein the second of the environments is a word 
processor environment and the destination formal is adapted for compatibility with word 
processor equipment. 

23. An apparatus according to claim 18 wherein the second of the environments is a Braille 
environment and the destination format is adapted for compatibility with Braille equipment. 

24. An apparatus according to claim 22 wherein the formal fur uoc in a Braille environment 
specifies information for rendering the document in grade 1 , 2 or computer Braille 

25. An apparatus according to claim IS wherein the document formatting is specified by 
codes indicating page layout, character attributes and the like. 

76 . An apparatus according to claim 1 8 further including an outpul device for lendering the 
electronic document in a visual, tactile or audible manner 

27. Ail apparatus which enables use of an electronic document in a Braille and a word 
processor environment including: 

at least one document input device operating in the Braille environment for entering 
an electronic document into the apparatus, 

a storage device for storing the electronic document in an intermediary format which 
■specifies the electronic document formatting in both the Braille environment and the word 
processor environment, 

a translator for convening the electronic document from the intermediary formal into 
a word processor format compatible for use with word processor equipment operating in the 
word processor environment, 

a communication device for transferring the document between the storage device and 
the word processor equipment, and 

an editing device for editing the electronic document formatting for each of the 
environments, 
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wherein the document formatting for each environment is stored independently in the 
intermediary format to enable independent editing of the document formatting for each 
environment. 



5 28, An apparatus which enables use of an electronic document in a Braille and a word 
processor environment including: 

ar least one document input device operating in the word processor environment for 
entering an electronic document into the apparatus, 

a storage device for storing the electronic document in an intermediary format which 
10 specifics the electronic document formatting in both the Braille environment and the word 
processor environment, 

a translator for converting the electronic document from the intermediary format into 
a Braille format compatible for use with Braille equipment operating in a Braille environment, 
a communication device for transferring the document between the storage device and 
1 5 the Braille equipment, and 

an editing device for editing the electronic document formatting for each of the 
environments, 

wherein the document formatting for each environment is stored independently in the 
intermediary format to enable independent editing of the document formatting for each 
20 environment. 



